Medicaid cuts mean higher

costs for all

By Steven Summer
For the Sunday Gazette-Mail

USINESS and labor leaders,
health-care executives, physician

and hospital ‘representatives
spoke recently in a loud and unified
voice about their concerns over the
cuts to health-care services for West Vir-
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of health-care coverage. means West Virginia has lost over
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Medicaid covers over 350,000 low-income people,
roughly one out of six West Virginians. There are few,
if any, easy, painless options for reducing eligibility and
benefits within the program. -

federal government takes away three dol-
ized the value of this match.
Because of a recent federal poli
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damage, if you will. Another compli-
unable to successfully implement its

new Medicaid computer (start-
ed in 2004) and cannot ac-
et Medicaid .

for the current fiscal year Taken to-
gether, these two issues create an un-
tenable situation.
The array of groups calling for the
state to fully fund the 2006 Medicaid
the health-care ity, busi-
ness and labor are ready, willing and
able to work with the Manchin admin-
istration, Secretary Walker and policy-
makers to address the Medicaid budg-
et issue but to do so while ensuring con-
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Medicaid eligibility in West
Virginia reflects the needs of our
most vulnerable population —
children, disabled adults and the
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and disabled represent over 65

percent of all the funds spent by
program.
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e or pay-
ments to pml\ln%ersdoesnot
care or reduce the need for
those with chronic illnesses to
seek medical intervention. In
faa,red\x:tionscmﬂdhavem-

will add significantly to the shift-
ing of costs to the private sector,
affecting business’ ability to com-

2 and the ability to attract new
jobs to the state. Again, the state's
lagging economy directly affects
the high Medicaid enroliment
and number of uninsured It is

irginia
the lead of other states in devel-
oping initiatives to 1
ity and prepare the
sysiem to meet the future de-

mands of our increasingly aged
population. The federal govern-
ment’is encouraging states to be
innovators for change — we

should take advantage of the op-



