SAMPLE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

(A series of articles could be created)
(HOSPITAL NAME) is going tobacco-free on (DATE). As of that date, no tobacco use of any kind will be permitted inside or outside any of our facilities. This initiative also will include elimination of designated areas outside our facilities where employees, patients and visitors currently use tobacco products.

(HOSPITAL NAME) has joined hospitals across West Virginia in an effort to become tobacco-free. As a healthcare organization, committed to the health and safety of our patients, we have a responsibility to treat the whole patient, both mentally and physically. Allowing patients to use tobacco products while in our care defeats this purpose.

Second-hand smoke has been proven hazardous to people’s health. The 2006 U.S. Surgeon General report, The Health Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke, confirms that the scientific evidence is indisputable that secondhand smoke causes premature death and serious disease in nonsmokers.  It is a serious health hazard and there is no risk-free level of exposure.  As a healthcare provider, hospitals must provide an overall healthy environment to patients and visitors — inside and outside.

We are asking for your support in our tobacco-free initiative. Our decision to go tobacco-free is not an attempt to force anyone to quit smoking. Rather, the tobacco-free initiative is a concrete way we can demonstrate our ongoing commitment to healthy living.

(INSERT ANY INFORMATION ABOUT TOBACCO CESSATION PROGRAMS, SERVICES, ETC. THAT THE HOSPITAL WILL OFFER AS PART OF THIS INITIATIVE)

We appreciate your help and support as we head toward (DATE). If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact (HOSPITAL STAFF LEADER).

